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November Professions: 
Kathy Butcher 11/20/2021 
Paul Butcher 11/20/2021 
Kathy McNamara 11/20/2021 
 
November Birthdays: 
Betty Bosarge 11/25 
 
Prayer List:   
Please keep Elizabeth, Betty, 
Rudy, Janie, Marilyn, Frances, 
Rusty, Scott, Zeny, Jose and Pat. 
Thank you.  
 
In Memoriam:                        
November deceased:  
Ramona Sanchez ofs 11/7/2008 
Dee Spinks 11/20/2016 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
May our Lord grant us His peace and mercy! 
 
This month our fraternity meeting will be held November 19th at Our Lady of       
Guadalupe Parish. Friar will not be available to celebrate Holy Mass. Instead, since it 
is the Feast Day of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, we will renew our commitment and pray 
the Franciscan Crown Rosary for the intentions of the friars and for the souls of our 
deceased members. We will meet at the image of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 
courtyard. We will start at 12:00 noon. Afterward, we will meet in classroom 3 for a 
quick meal together with some fraternity fellowship and business. Ongoing            
formation will start at 1:00. 
 
We will continue our formation on Prayer. Betty has provided the study material that 
are printed on pages 4—7. Please read the lesson so that we are prepared to have 
discussions on the questions. 
 
Initial formation will begin at 10:30. Charlie and Spenser will be reviewing chapter 13 
in the Franciscan Journey (Encounters with Christ). Spenser will do his formation   
virtually. All the professed members are encouraged and expected to help with the 
initial formation. Thank you for your love and support. 
 
We are very blessed to be able to gather together as brothers and sisters, our     
Franciscan family. As we move from Ordinary Time to Advent, pray for each other 
that the Holy Spirit will give each of us perfect joy! 
 
Pax et bonum! 
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This was a good meeting! We got to see Rudy 
after a long period of absence. It was so good to 
see him again! He is doing much better in his 
health. Our prayers have been heard and         
answered, thanks be to God! Please continue to 
pray for Rudy. 
 
Kathy and Paul returned from their pilgrimage to 
Fatima and Lourdes. They shared with us about 
their trip. We are glad to be with them again. 
They were truly missed! 
 
Our meeting started with the Holy Mass           
celebrated by Friar Fr. Rogue Ocampo TOR. His 
homily established truth in our mind and        
prepared our hearts for the Lord to come and 
live within us. This was evident in the rest of our 
meeting. Thank you Fr. Roque for your good 
words, for the Lord followed after your     
preaching.   
 
Betty lead us with ongoing formation. We      
continued the lesson on Prayer. As we move   
forward on this lesson, we are able to deepen 
and strengthen our understanding of the    
meaning and importance of how we pray in our 
life.  The Holy Spirit blessed us in a way that we 
were lifted in spirit, able to share with each    
other in ways that we cannot describe. Thank 
you Betty for providing our ongoing formation. 
We are truly blessed! 

Minister journals: 
 
The Lord came to me the next day at Sunday 
Mass. Because of our lessons on prayer, I was 
able to be completely focused on the priest and   
what was happening in the Holy Mass without 
distractions or being aware of my surroundings. 
After Mass as I greeted the priest, He saw my 
Tau and asked me about my affiliation to the 
Franciscans. I let him know that I am a member 
of the Third Order and that my community is     
in the Austin Diocese (since I was attending Mass 
in Houston). He then said that he was also     
from the Austin Diocese and is assigned to St. 
Mary’s seminary for the Diocese. He asked me 
what parish we were from and I said Our Lady   
of Guadalupe. He told me that he was once     
appointed to Cristo Rey Parish before the OFM 
Conventuals came. Again, the Lord came to me! 
Father’s name is Fr. Leon Strieder. Please pray 
for him! He’s a good homilist!  
 
I pray that our meetings continue to fill us with 
the truth and meaning of prayer. With open 
minds and hearts may we recognize the Holy 
Spirit in our life. Fr. Rogue reminded us in his 
homily, as Franciscans, we are able to recognize 
the Holy Spirit when he is present. This is why we 
are Franciscans! 
 
Pax et bonum! 

  From our last Fraternity Meeting 

The rule of life of the Secular Franciscan 

is this; to observe the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ by following the example of 

St. Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the 

inspiration and the center of his life with 

God and people.         (Rule #4) 
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FOOD      
PANTRY 
IS OPEN 

Brothers and sisters this month we will open the food pantry  
as we usually do. The pantry will open at 9:00 am. We will    
distribute food until 10:30 am or until the food is gone which 
ever comes first. There are many families that depend on the      
generosity of those at the food pantry. Now that school will be 
back in session, the families will need more help than ever.  
Thank you so much for your love and support. 

 

"Let them revile no one. 

Let them not grumble or 

detract from others..." 

JUSTICE, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION 

Brothers and sisters there is so much   
taking place in the world that requires 
our attention and prayers. As Franciscans 
we concern ourselves with all of God’s  
creation.  
 
The mission of Justice, Peace and           
Integrity of Creation is to assist the      
professed Secular Franciscans as they   
reflect on their relationship with God as 
manifested in the fruits of conversion    
in their lives. This with special regard to 
the daily choices made in the areas of 
justice, peace making and respect for all 
created things and people; as brothers 
and sisters of penance, bringing life to 
the Gospel and the Gospel to Life.  
 

 Please pray for the immigrants and for a reform of 
the immigration rules and regulations at the border.  
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ONGOING FORMATION 
NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

 
PRAYER, PART FOUR 

 
A HOLY REFLECTION: “Prayer is a vital necessity.  If we do not allow the Spirit to lead us, we fall back into 
sin.  How can the Holy Spirit be our life if our heart is far from Him?  Pray with the prayer of the heart!”  
Mother Angelica, a Poor Clare  
 
We will begin with the question that was left over from our October 15 meeting: 
 
Question 3:  How do you deal with boredom or tedium assailing you during your private prayer time?  You 
are having a conversation with God, reflecting on what He is telling you, so why do you think boredom or 
tedium is setting in?  What advice would St. Francis give you about dealing with this if you ask him? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
PART FOUR: INTERCESSORY PRAYER 
 
Most of us when we are at prayer are praying one form of intercessory prayer:  petitioning God for help 
with some aspect of our lives, pleading for God to intercede and help our loved ones, friends and people 
who have asked us to pray for their intentions, seeking answers to spiritual problems, calling upon saints to 
intercede with us and bring about miracles such as healing and other help we need in our daily lives, and 
asking God to fix problems in our Church and our country.   
 
These petitions often occupy the greater part of our private prayer time.  We also intercede in prayer    
during the Mass with the Prayers of the Faithful, at our Fraternity meetings when we vocalize our needs to 
our brothers and sisters asking their prayers on our behalf, and every time we pray the prayer Jesus gave 
us, the Our Father. 
 
We often pray intercessory prayers while we are thanking God for the blessings He has given us and those 
we are praying for.  For example, we prayed that Charlie would have a good interview as a candidate for 
the diaconate, and then we thank God when we learn his interview went well. But at the same time we 
continue to intercede on Charlie’s behalf and ask God to continue to help and bless him on his journey to 
be accepted into the diaconate program. 
 
While intercessory prayer is a primary part of the prayers of petition and thanksgiving, it can also be part of 
our prayers of silence, of sitting in front of Jesus in the Tabernacle or Monstrance and just gazing at him 
with love.  As St. Therese of Lisieux would do in her “little way” of prayer, she basked in His Love pouring 
forth on her, but then Our Lord would speak to her expressing His Love for her, and she would petition Him 
to help her love Him even more.  This happens to us as well when we gaze in silence upon Our Blessed 
Lord, keeping Him company and giving Him an hour of our day.  We petition Him:  Ask Him for MORE.  This 
is a good thing and helps us grow in holiness as we trudge the narrow path to eternal life in Heaven. 
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There is a more formal type of intercessory prayer that we as Franciscans may want to adopt:  It involves 
becoming an intercessor for ONE person.  To be an intercessor for one person is a very hard and difficult 
task.  It requires a strong commitment, a promise you make to Jesus that you will do this if Jesus asks you 
and ignites a fire in your heart to pray for one particular person almost full time, for you will be asked to 
stop what you are doing and pray for that person when God senses they are troubled or in trouble and 
need prayer right then and there (e.g., about to get into a car crash by not paying attention). Jesus may 
waken you in the night to pray for that person, a Rosary or just praying petitions for the help the person 
needs right then.  God knows what the person needs, even if we don’t. 
 
Being an intercessor for one person may bring suffering to you, which you should offer for the             
sanctification of the person you are praying for. While the person you are praying for is NOT aware that 
you are their intercessor, someone who is standing in the gap as a prayer warrior, they may be nasty to 
you, insulting you, hurting you.  Yet you love them enough to intercede for them, serving as a bridge       
between them and God, praying for God to soften their heart so they can hear the Holy Spirit, God calling 
them into His Love for them.   Jesus goes after the sheep and the lambs who have strayed, the one of the 
99, and brings them back to the sheepfold and the path to eternal life in Heaven.  He counts on us to be 
the shepherds who go find the lost sheep [the Parable of the Lost Sheep, MT 18: 12-14 and Luke 15: 3-7]. 
 
As an intercessor for one person God wants you to pray for constantly, you will make sacrifices, and, if 
possible considering your station in life, fast, participate in daily Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, pray the 
Rosary and the Liturgy of the Hours. It is also very helpful to have Masses offered for the person you pray 
for. Offer your own Mass and Rosary intentions for this person as well.  As you make sacrifices for the    
person you intercede for, God will shower Graces upon that person to quietly lead them to Himself. 
 
How do you find out if God is calling you to be an intercessor for one particular person? Here is an        
exercise that will help guide you: 
 
Write down the names of the people you pray for most often, adult children who have abandoned the 
Faith, brothers and sisters who no longer go to Mass, a parent with a serious sinful problem such as        
alcoholism, all of us have someone who occupies our minds and prayers.  Even though Padre Pio tells us to 
“Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry,” we as humans do worry.  It is the person you worry the most about that 
God may be calling you to be their personal intercessor. 
 
There will be one person in your life who brings great sorrow to your heart.  You find yourself mentally  
asking such questions as:  what will happen to my son if he dies suddenly,  unrepentant for his sins? My 
father who is severely depressed and possibly suicidal? 
 
Take the list of names to your prayer times at Mass, look at it as you pray the Rosary and gaze upon Jesus 
during Adoration, and then let the Holy Spirit go to work and impress the ONE name  
 
 

As Jesus was the true worshipper of the Father, so let 

prayer and contemplation be the soul of all they 

are  and do. (Rule #8) 
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upon your heart.  You will know it when you are called to pray for this ONE person constantly, non-stop.  
Jesus may tell you Himself if you are in the habit of having conversations with him during your quiet prayer 
times.  He may give you the name of the person He longs to have return to Him or grow more fervent in 
their own journey toward holiness and Heaven.  Sometimes it takes years of prayers for the person God 
gives you to pray intensely for, but NO prayer is ever wasted.  God WILL answer. 
 
It helps to envision the face of the person as you are praying for them.  In quiet prayer when you are     
conversing with Jesus, He will often guide you in your prayers by telling you the person’s needs and specific 
areas where prayers of petition are needed.  If you keep a journal during these conversations with Jesus, 
you can write down the person’s needs, although it is best NOT to use their name, just an initial you make 
up, in case your journal is ever lost. 
 
If you become an intercessor, you will also learn to grow in the virtue of patience!  This virtue will help 
you persevere if the person you are interceding for treats you poorly, is disrespectful to you, verbally   
abuses you, and makes fun of you in front of others for being “a religious fanatic.” It is best NOT to tell the 
person you are interceding for that you are their intercessor, as this may make them afraid or angry and 
will interfere with the work the Holy Spirit is doing in their heart and soul. 
 
When you are with the person you pray for as their intercessor, ALWAYS let your Franciscan love and joy 
shine forth.  Let them SEE the Gospel living in you. 
 
Being a fulltime intercessor for one person does not mean you cannot pray for all those people you already 
pray for, whether it be a handful or dozens of people on your prayer list. 
 
Being an intercessor for one particular soul that God is calling to Himself is a blessing for you. It is not 
something to take upon yourself without a lot of prayer and discernment, but if you are called by God to 
do so, then know He loves you intensely and is pouring out His Grace upon you. 
 
Question 1: As you pray prayers of petition, what types of problems do you pray for most often?  How long 
is your list of people you pray for?  Do you pray for the Church, especially in these times of trouble with    
so many people abandoning the Sacraments?  Pray for our country in the world we live in now, with so 
much evil occurring?  Do you pray for yourself and your own needs?  What happens when you pray in 
thanksgiving for the blessings you receive?  Do you find yourself making petitions then too? 
 
Question 2:  Do you feel called to be an intercessor for one particular person?  Would you like to share why 
you believe that God is calling you to this formidable task?  Is the Holy Spirit lighting a fire in your heart to 
intercede fulltime for one particular person?  Do you feel that you can accept this challenge, which may 
last for years and bring suffering upon you? 
 

    It is time to reaffirm the importance of prayer in the face of activism and the growing 
secularism of many Christians who engaged in charitable work. Clearly, the Christian who 
prays does not claim to be able to change God’s plans or correct what he has foreseen. 
Rather, he seeks an encounter with the Father of Jesus Christ, asking God to be present 
with the consolations of the Spirit to him and his work. A personal relationship with God 
and an abandonment to his will can prevent man from being demeaned and save him 
from falling prey to the teaching of fanaticism and terrorism.  (Deus Caritas Est) -        
Pope Benedict XVI—Paragraph 37 
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER FOR PRIESTS—A MISSION FOR US 
 
In this world we are living in today, with a culture that focuses on debasing all that God teaches, a furious 
battle is raging between Satan and Our Lord for the souls of we humans.  It is a battle in the spiritual world, 
Satan and his minions vs. St. Michael and his angels. As St. Paul wrote in Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places…”   We humans are the targets.  God wants to help 
us save our souls and attain Heaven for all eternity.  Satan wants the opposite, to have us surrender       
ourselves to him here on earth by giving in to the many temptations to sin, questioning why we should   
follow God, and throwing away our Catholic faith and beliefs for the pleasures this world has to offer us. 
God wants us to choose LIFE and Satan wants us to choose DEATH. 
 
If this battle is difficult for us members of the laity, think how hard it is for our priests, who are trying to 
lead prayerful lives themselves and struggling to lead us to Heaven!  Satan comes after the good priests 
more than he comes after us, for if he can capture our priests, he will leave us without the shepherds we so 
desperately need.  As St. John Vianney, patron of priests, said: “When people want to destroy religion,  
they begin by attacking the priest; for when there is no priest, there is no sacrifice.  And when there is no 
sacrifice, there is no religion.” 
 
Recognizing these non-stop attacks on our priests, in 2013 a laywoman, Kathleen Beckman, LHS, together 
with some faithful priests, obtained the help of Mauro Cardinal Piacenza of the Congregation for the Clergy 
in the Vatican, to establish the Foundation of Prayer for Priests, in order to recruit lay men and women to 
pray for priests fulltime, to spiritually adopt an individual priest and to never cease praying for him, helping 
him on his path to sanctification. 
 
It is a difficult task and involves spiritual adoption of a priest or seminarian; Eucharistic adoration; recitation 
of the Holy Rosary; fasting; offering personal suffering for the sanctification of the priest; and family      
prayers for those who are married.  To adopt a priest or seminarian, the Foundation has a website: 
www.foundationforpriests.org.  There you can register to spiritually adopt a particular priest, and this will 
be registered with the Congregation for the Clergy.  It is not a task to take on lightly, for you will discover 
that Jesus will call on you frequently, and sometimes at the most inconvenient times, to stop what you 
are doing and pray for your priest when he is facing a moment of temptation or crisis.  God will give him 
the grace to resist temptation or despair if you pray fervently for him. 
 
If you believe you are being called by God to commit yourself to spiritually adopting a priest, you may want 
to obtain Kathleen Beckman’s book, Praying for Priests: An Urgent Call for the Salvation of Souls (Sophia 
Institute Press, 2018, ISBN: 978-1-622827-169. Cost: $14.95).  God will help you pray and care for the priest 
you choose and will also bestow much grace and blessings upon you.  In the process of spiritually adopting 
a priest and becoming fervent in your prayer for him, you will find yourself growing in holiness, a deeper 
spiritual life more than you could have imagined.  You will become more closely attached to our Franciscan 
saints on your own walk up the steep path to Heaven, and you will crave the Blessed Sacrament, Our Lord. 
 

http://www.foundationforpriests.org
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Zeal for Prayer and the Power of Prayer 
 Francis, the servant of Christ, aware that 
while in the body he was away from the Lord, 
became totally unaware of earthly desires 
through love of Christ, and strove to keep his 
spirit present to God by praying without ceasing 
lest he be without the consolation of the          
Beloved.  
 Prayer was a comfort for the                    
contemplative, even now a citizen with the     
angels in the heavenly mansions, as he sought 
with burning desire to Beloved from whom only 
the wall of the flesh separated him. Distrusting 
his own effort and trusting divine piety, prayer 
was a fortress to this worker; for in everything he 
did, he cast his care completely upon the Lord 
through his perseverance.  
 He firmly claimed that the grace of prayer 
must be desired above all else by a religious,   
believing that without it no one could prosper in 
God’s service. He used whatever means he could 
to arouse his brothers to be zealous in prayer. 
For whether walking or sitting, inside or outside, 
working or resting, he was so focused on prayer 
that he seemed to have dedicated to it not only 
whatever was in his heart and body, but also his 
effort and time. 
 He usually neglected no visitation of the 
Spirit. Whenever it was offered, he would follow 
it; and for as long as the Lord granted, he         
enjoyed the sweetness offered. 
 When he was occupied with travel and felt 
the breathing of the divine Spirit, while his    
companions went on ahead, he would stop in  
his tracks, as he turned a new inspiration into 
something fruitful. He did not receive grace in 
vain.  
 Many times he was suspended in such an 
excess of contemplation, that he was carried 
away above himself and, experiencing what is 
beyond human understanding, he was unaware 
of what wen on about him. 
 For instance, one time when he was      
traveling through Borgo San Sepolcro, a heavily 
populated town, and was riding on a donkey   
because of physical weakness, crowds rushed to 

meet him out of devotion. He was touched by 
them, pulled and shoved by them, yet he 
seemed not to feel any of this, and as if he were 
a lifeless corpse, did not notice what was going 
on around him. Long after he had passed the 
town and left the crowds, he came to a dwelling 
of lepers, and the contemplator of heaven, as if 
returning from somewhere else, anxiously asked 
when they would be reaching Borgo.  
 His mind was so fixed on heavenly       
splendors that he was not aware of the        
differences of place, time, and people that he 
passed. That this happened to him often was 
confirmed by the repeated experience of his 
companions.  
 And because he had learned in prayer that 
the presence of the Holy Spirit for which he 
longed was offered more intimately to those 
who invoke him, the more it found them far from 
the noise of worldly affairs. 
 Therefore seeking out solitary places, he 
used to go to deserted and abandoned churches 
to pray at night. There he often endured horrible 
struggles with devils who would assault            
him physically, trying to distract him from his 
commitment to prayer. But armed with heavenly 
weapons, the more vehemently he was attacked 
by the enemy, the more courageous he became 
in practicing virtue and the more fervent in   
prayer, saying confidently to Christ: “Under the 
shadow of your wings, protect me from the face 
of the wicked who have attacked me.” to the 
devils he said: “Do whatever you want to         
me, you malicious and deceitful spirits! For you 
cannot do anything unless the heavenly hand 
relaxes its hold on you. And I am ready to endure 
with delight whatever He decrees.” The demons 
retreated confused, not tolerating such firmness 
of mind. (source: FA vol. 2, pgs. 605—607) 
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Beginning November 19, 2022 through November 18, 2023, the Diocese will 
celebrate the 75th Anniversary of its founding on November 15, 1947. 
 
The 75th Anniversary Year of Celebration for the Diocese of Austin kicks off at 
the Bell County Expo Center in Belton on Nov. 19, 2022, beginning at 8:30 
a.m. Bishop Vásquez will celebrate a bilingual Mass, followed by a program 
featuring Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, president of the Franciscan University          
of Steubenville, live praise and worship music by the Dave Moore band,      
Eucharistic Adoration and more! St. Francis and St. Clare, please pray for us! 
Pax et bonum! 
 
The complete program is below. 
 
General registration for this historic event is open. Limited seats are available.  

75th Anniversary of the              

Diocese of Austin 

https://www.bellcountyexpo.com/
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November Franciscan Calendar  
Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory  

  

1. Feast of All Saints – Holy day of Obligation 
2. Commemoration of all of the Faithfully Departed – Plenary   Indulgence for the holy souls when one visits a church or chapel 
and recites a Pater and a Credo 
3. Bl. Helen Enselmini, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1231 
4. St. Charles Borromeo, Bishop, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1584 
5. Feast of the Saints Relics 
6. Bl. Margaret of Lorraine, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1521 
7. Bl. Raynier of Arezzo, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1304 
8. Bl. John Duns Scotus, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1308 
9. Bl. Gabriel Ferritti, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1456 
10. Bl. Louis Guanella, Priest, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1915 
11. Bl. Mary Crucifixa, Virgin, the Franciscan 3nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1826 
12. Bl. John of Peace, Confessor, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1340 
13. St. Didacus of Alcala, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1463 
14. St. Nicholas Tavelich and Companions, Martyrs, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1391 
15. Bl. Sebastien de Jesus, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1734 
16. St. Agnes of Assisi, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1253 
17. Bl. Jane of Signa, Virgin, Franciscan Third Order Secular, d. 1307 
18. Bl. Salome of Cracow, Virgin, the Franciscan 2nd-Order; a "Poor Clare" sister, d. 1268 
19. St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Virgin Patroness of Franciscan Third Order Secular, Plenary Indulgence (renewal of Tertiary          
engagement), d. 1231 
20. Bl. Migagros Ortells, Virgin, Capuchin religious, Martyr 1936 
21. Feast of the Presentation of the Holy Virgin Mary 
22. Bl. Salvator Lilli, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, martyr 1895 
23. Bl. Marie de Jesus Bon Pasteur, Virgin, religious of the Third-Order Regular [living in community, under a Rule], d. 1902 
24. Bl. Timothy Trajonowski, lay brother, Conventual religious, martyr 1942 
25. Bl. Humilis of Bisignano, lay brother, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1637 
26. St. Leonard of Port Maurice, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1751 
27. St. Francis Anthony Fasani, Priest, Conventual religious, d. 1742 
28. St. James of the March, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1476 
29. Saints of the Seraphic Order 
30. Bl. Anthony Bonfadini, Priest, religious of the Franciscan 1st Order, d. 1482 

https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-helen-enselmini.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-helen-enselmini.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-charles-borromeo.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-charles-borromeo.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-margaret-of-lorraine.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-margaret-of-lorraine.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-raynier-of-arezzo.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-raynier-of-arezzo.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-duns-scotus.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-duns-scotus.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gabriel-ferretti.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-gabriel-ferretti.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-crucifixa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-mary-crucifixa.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-of-peace.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-john-of-peace.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-didacus-of-alcala.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-didacus-of-alcala.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-nicholas-tavelich.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-nicholas-tavelich.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-agnes-of-assisi.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-agnes-of-assisi.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-jane-of-signa.html
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https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/saint-francis-anthony-fasani.html
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https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-anthony-bonfadini.html
https://www.roman-catholic-saints.com/blessed-anthony-bonfadini.html
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November—Month of the Souls in Purgatory 

The month of November is dedicated to the Holy Souls in Purgatory. The Church commemorates all her 
faithful children who have departed from this life, but have not yet attained the joys of heaven. St. Paul 
warns us that we must not be ignorant concerning the dead, nor sorrowful, "even as others who have no 
hope ... For the Lord Himself shall come down from heaven ... and the dead who are in Christ shall rise. 
 
The Church has always taught us to pray for those who have gone into eternity. Even in the Old Testament 
prayers and alms were offered for the souls of the dead by those who thought "well and religiously        
concerning the resurrection." It was believed that "they who had fallen asleep with godliness had great 
grace laid up for them" and that "it is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that 
they may be loosed from sins." We know that a defiled soul cannot enter into heaven. (Excerpted 
from Liturgical Meditations, The Sisters of St. Dominic) 
 
Duration of Purgatory 
 
Purgatory is not eternal. Its duration varies according to the sentence pronounced at each particular     
judgment. It may be prolonged for centuries in the case of the more guilty souls, or of those who, being 
excluded from the Catholic communion, are deprived of the suffrages of the Church, although by the divine 
mercy they have escaped hell. But the end of the world, which will be also the end of time, will close for 
ever the place of temporary expiation. God will know how to reconcile His justice and His goodness in     
the purification of the last members of the human race, and to supply by the intensity of the expiatory 
suffering what may be wanting in duration. But, whereas a favourable sentence at the particular judgment 
admits of eternal beatitude being suspended and postponed, and leaves the bodies of the elect to the 
same fate as those of the reprobate; at the universal judgment, every sentence, whether for heaven or for 
hell, will be absolute, and will be executed immediately and completely. 
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Offering Prayers and Sacrifices   
 
The Church Suffering and the Church Militant constitute in their relations a second circle of most vital    
activities. Having entered into the night "wherein no man can work," the Suffering Church cannot ripen    
to its final blessedness by any efforts of its own, but only through the help of others—through the           
intercessory prayers and sacrifices (suffragia) of those living members of the Body of Christ who being still 
in this world are able in the grace of Christ to perform expiatory works. The Church has from the earliest 
times faithfully guarded the words of Scripture that it is a holy and a wholesome thing to pray for the dead 
that they may be loosed from their sins. [2 Macab. 12, 43] The suppliant cry of her liturgy: "Eternal rest 
give to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them," can be heard already in the Acts of the 
martyrdom of SS. Perpetua and Felicitas (A.D. 203) and is represented in numerous sepulchral inscriptions 
of the most ancient period, while theologians and Fathers of the Church, beginning with Tertullian, have 
supplied its substantial proof. . . . So fundamental indeed and so natural to man's hope and desire and love 
is this belief, that historians of religion have discovered it among almost all non-Christian civilized peoples: 
a striking illustration of Tertullian's saying that the human soul is naturally Christian. 
 
The Catholic, therefore, is jealous to expiate and suffer for the "poor souls," especially by offering the     
Eucharistic Sacrifice, wherein Christ's infinite expiation on the Cross is sacramentally represented, and 
stimulating and joining itself with the expiatory works of the faithful, passes to the Church Suffering        
according to the measure determined by God's wisdom and mercy.— Karl Adam 
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Indulgences 
 
By the practice of Indulgences, the Church places at the charitable disposal of the faithful the inexhaustible 
treasure accumulated, from age to age, by the superabundant satisfactions of the saints, added to those of 
the martyrs, and united to those of our Blessed Lady and the infinite residue of our Lord's sufferings. These 
remissions of punishment she grants to the living by her own direct power; but she nearly always approves 
of and permits their application to the dead by way of suffrage, that is to say, in the manner in which, as we 
have seen, each of the faithful may offer to God who accepts it, for another, the suffrage or succour of his 
own satisfactions.— The Liturgical Year, Abbot Gueranger O.S.B. 
 
A partial indulgence can be obtained by devoutly visiting a cemetery and praying for the departed, even     
if the prayer is only mental. One can gain a plenary indulgence visiting a cemetery each day between       
November 1 and November 8. These indulgences are applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory. 
 
A plenary indulgence, again applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory, is also granted when the faithful    
piously visit a church or a public oratory on November 2. In visiting the church or oratory, it is required, 
that one Our Father and the Creed be recited. 
 
A partial indulgence, applicable only to the souls in purgatory, can be obtained when the Eternal Rest 
(Requiem aeternam) is prayed. This is a good prayer to recite especially during the month of November: 
 
Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 



15 

All Saints of the   
Seraphic Order 

November 29th  

On November 29, the Church celebrates the many 
Franciscan saints who followed in the footsteps of 
St. Francis. It is a special day for all Franciscans to 
celebrate the feast of ‘All the Saints of the Seraphic 
Order.’ 
 
According to tradition, St. Francis of Assisi prayed 
the following prayer: 

"O Lord Jesus Christ, two favors I beg of 
you before I die. The first is that I may, 
as far as it is possible, feel in my soul 
and in my body the suffering in which 
you, O gentle Jesus, sustained in your 
bitter passion. And the second favor is 
that I, as far as it is possible, may receive 
in my heart that excessive charity         
by which you, the Son of God, were         
inflamed, and which actuated you     
willingly to suffer so much for us         
sinners." 

In response to his earnest prayer, the Lord appeared in the form of  a seraph, or a six-winged angel (They 
are usually considered the highest order of angelic beings, immediately above the Cherubim, and their  
special duty is to love God). 
 
Then Jesus bestowed on St. Francis the wounds of his suffering. St. Francis had been marked with the love 
of Christ, the stigmata. 
 
St. Francis died two years later in 1226, leaving the world the Franciscan Order, which became synonymous 
with the Seraphic Order. To this day, seraph wings and seraphs are symbolic of the Franciscan Order. 
 
The final Rule of life for Franciscan friars was also approved on this day in 1223. To commemorate this, and 
all the saintly examples produced in the Franciscan Order, on this day all the saints of the Seraphic order 
are remembered at Franciscan churches.  
 
St. Francis, St. Clare and all Franciscan Saints, pray for us! 
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Saint Elizabeth of Hungary 
Feast Day – Nov. 19 

In 1207 a daughter was born to pious King Andrew II of   
Hungary. She received the name of Elizabeth in baptism. The 
child, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, was so lovable that the 
wealthy landgrave of Thuringia and Hesse sought her as the 
bride of his eldest son Louis. His request was granted, and a 
solemn embassy went to get Elizabeth, then only three years 
old, so that she could be raised at her future husband's     
castle. 
 
The two children loved each other like brother and sister, 
and vied with each other in acts of piety and charity. Those 
who beheld Elizabeth at prayer might well have believed 
they saw an angel. Her greatest joy was to give things to the 
poor. When she grew a little older, she visited the poor and 
the sick, and waited on them with as much reverence as if 
she were serving Christ Himself. 
 
The proud dowager Landgravine Sophia was displeased with 
Elizabeth's conduct and endeavored to talk her son into 

sending Elizabeth back to Hungary and choosing a bride of more princely ways. But Louis was aware of the 
treasure he possessed in Elizabeth. Succeeding his father at the age of 18 he took over the government and 
married Elizabeth. Their marriage was unusually happy, and Louis gave his wife full liberty to do all the 
good her heart desired. 
 
At Eisenach Elizabeth built a large hospital. During a famine Saint Elizabeth of Hungary daily fed nine     
hundred needy people. 
 
The story is told that once when she was on her way with her cloak full of good things for her dear poor 
and sick, she met her husband, who teasingly blocked her path until she would show him what she was  
carrying away this time. How astonished was he to behold fresh, fragrant roses in midwinter. Reverently he 
permitted his spouse to go on her charitable way. 
 
When Louis was away, it was Elizabeth's duty to take over the regency, and this she did with great          
prudence and care. Whatever spare time she had, she spent on the poor, the sick, and especially the      
lepers. It is related that once she took in a little leper boy whom no one cared to have about, and after   
caring for him as if he were her own child, placed him in the royal bed. But Louis returned unexpectedly at 
this time, and the angry dowager ran to tell him what Elizabeth had done and how she would surely cause 
him to be infected. Quite stirred, Louis went to the bed and tore aside the covers. But he was amazed and 
moved to tears when he beheld there the form of the Crucified. Turning to his wife he said, 
 
"Dear Elizabeth, you may always receive guests like that. I shall even thank you for it." 
 
But Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, too, was to be tried by the crucible of suffering. Emperor Frederick II set out 
on a crusade to the Holy Land in 1227, and pious Landgrave Louis joined the expedition. But he died on the  
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way, in southern Italy. When the news reached Thuringia, Louis' brothers rose up against Elizabeth. Saint 
Elizabeth of Hungary was driven out of the palace; only two faithful maids went with her. 
 
In Eisenach the people dared not give her shelter fearing the resentment of the new masters. It was      
midwinter and night was at hand. The daughter of a king, a widowed princess, with four little children, the 
youngest scarcely 2 months old was completely destitute and homeless. 
 
A man finally offered her shelter in a stable. Grateful for the kindness. Elizabeth thought of how the Son of 
God on coming down from heaven, was refused admittance at all doors of Bethlehem and found refuge in 
a stable. The thought filled her with greater joy than she had ever experienced in her palace. At midnight, 
when the bells of the nearby Franciscan convent, which she had built, announced the chanting of the     
Divine Office, she begged the friars to sing the Te Deum in thanksgiving for the favor that she and her    
children were made so like Jesus. 
 
With her faithful servants, Saint Elizabeth of Hungary now arranged things as best she could. She spun flax 
for a livelihood, saving something from the meager income to give to the poor. 
 
Later Elizabeth was reinstated in the Wartberg, and Emperor Frederick II, whose wife had died, asked her 
hand in marriage. But Elizabeth had so learned to love poverty and seclusion that she had no desire for 
worldly greatness. Her children were given the education due to princes, but she and her two maids       
repaired to a small house near the Franciscan church in Marburg. Elizabeth had joined the Third Order of St 
Francis during the lifetime of her husband. Indeed, she was the first member in Germany, and received a 
message from St Francis himself. Now, vested with the habit and the cord, she led a quiet religious life, 
meanwhile nursing the sick in the hospitals, and submitting her whole life to the direction of the learned 
and devout Friar Conrad. 
 
Our Lord announced to her that He would soon call her to heaven. She told her Father Confessor, who had 
fallen seriously ill, that he would recover, but that she would die soon. Within 4 days she became ill, and 
was prepared for her final hour by her confessor, who had recovered. 
 
Elizabeth was admitted into heaven on November 19, 1231, when she was only 24 years old. So young, and 
yet the hardships she had experienced showed on her features. However, after death: 
 
"her face became so smooth, so majestic, and so beautiful, that this sudden change could only excite      
admiration; and one might say that death, the ruthless destroyer of all things fair, visited her but to      
obliterate the traces of sorrow and austerity, as if that grace which hitherto replenished her soul, would 
now in turn animate her body." It is said that the saint was far more lovely than any of the representations 
of her. 
 
The miracles that took place at her tomb were so numerous that Pope Gregory IX canonized her already in 
1235. Saint Elizabeth of Hungary is the special patroness of the sisters of the Third Order Secular of St. 
Francis, and also of some religious sisterhoods of the Third Order Regular. 
 
Pope Leo XIII placed all charitable organizations of women under her patronage. 
 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, pray for us!   
 
(from: The Franciscan Book Of Saints, ed. by Marion Habig, OFM) 
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Franciscans on their Journey 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 
Brother Spenser has sent pictures of his trip to Jerusalem. Please continue to pray for our brother as he 
continues his studies in Jordan. Thank you. 
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Pictures from around the Fraternity—Pax et Bonum! 
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